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Background: 

The fall 2003 survey was conducted online between October 1 - 17, 2003 to provide updated information about the current picture in study abroad participation among U.S. students. 

Highlights: 

· 68% of the responding educators report that the number of US students studying abroad had either continued to increase for Fall 2003 or remained the same. 

· 29% of the respondents report an increase in the number of US students studying abroad in non-traditional destinations

· 67% of the respondents who had study abroad programs that were cancelled due to SARS report that their programs have resumed. 

· The perceived obstacles to study abroad are primarily financial, followed by academic and health and safety issues. 

Respondents:

While the Fall 2003 survey responses were anonymous, a total of 235 respondents identified themselves as representing institutions as follows: 129 (54.9%) from universities, 68 (28.9%) from four-year colleges, 26 (11.1%) from two-year colleges, and 12 (5.1%) from other types of institutions.  

TABLE 1: Institutional Affiliation of Participants in IIENetwork Survey
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U.S. STUDENTS STUDYING ABROAD

The Fall 2003 US Study Abroad survey clearly shows a positive trend in study abroad participation. Despite concerns over security, the economy and the SARS epidemic, 68% (158) of the respondents noted the number of students studying abroad had either continued to increase in Fall 2003 or remained the same. Fifty percent (116 respondents) of the respondents reported an increase in the number of students currently studying abroad, up from 45% reporting increases in a similar survey in Fall 2002. Of the 50% reporting an increase, 20% (47) have seen increases of 11-30% and 11% (26) have seen substantial increases of more than 30% (see Table 2 below). 18% (42) reported no noticeable change. 

Overall 31% of the respondents reported a decline in enrollments, although only 4% report a substantial drop of more than 30% in students studying abroad. Those who report declines, blame mainly the economy, tuition increases, and parents’ concern about the Iraq war. Most of the responding educators suspect that study abroad participation numbers for their campuses will go up once the economy improves and the concerns about the war with Iraq subside.

TABLE 2: 50% of the respondents report an increase in students currently studying abroad as compared to the same time last year. 
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Study Abroad to Non-Traditional Destinations

In a separate question, 29% (66 respondents) of the responding educators reported that they have seen an increase in the number of US students studying abroad in non-traditional destinations. Although Western Europe (especially the United Kingdom, Spain and Italy) and Australia and New Zealand remain very popular destinations for US students, many educators say that their students are going to Africa (Cameroon; Ghana; South Africa), Latin America (Mexico, Brazil, Ecuador, Argentina, Chile, Belize), Asia (Korea; China; India; Vietnam, Japan) and Central Europe (especially Czech Republic) in growing numbers. 

Furthermore, several educators report that destinations often become popular choices among students due to the efforts of specific faculty or staff members. For example, one educator reports that they have seen a significant increase in the number of US students going to Russia, which was a direct result of recruitment efforts by a certain faculty member. Another reports that Costa Rica and South Africa have become more popular due to new programs and a push from the study abroad office and faculty members. 

The Impact of SARS on Study Abroad Programs

According to the survey respondents who had study abroad programs that were cancelled due to SARS, 67% (92 respondents) report that their programs have resumed, and 33% (45) report that they have not yet resumed. 76 respondents noted that they did not have programs in the region. 

TABLE 3: Educators responding to the question: “Have Your Programs that were cancelled due to SARS resumed?”
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The results of this survey confirm that the interest in studying abroad among US students remains very strong; that students are continuing to seek out non-traditional as well as traditional destinations; and that the trends of continued growth in study abroad participation observed over the past few years are likely to continue.  The perceived obstacles to study abroad are primarily financial. 

OBSTACLES TO STUDY ABROAD

The Institute of International Education (IIE) conducted a separate survey in August 2003 on the obstacles to study abroad. There has been a lot of discussion in the study abroad community about the obstacles to study abroad, and how to overcome them.  To put this issue in context and in an attempt to quantify the obstacles faced by students, IIE conducted this survey of IIE member campuses. 

This survey was conducted online in August 2003. 218 study abroad advisors from a variety of institutions responded.

Asked to consider all of their students who have faced obstacles to study abroad (100%) in the past three years, the survey respondents suggest that the primary obstacles to study abroad can be attributed as follows:

	Financial
	40.50%

	Academic
	22.40%

	Health/Safety
	11.20%

	Parents
	11.20%

	Other
	14.70%


Table 4: Primary Obstacles to Study Abroad
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These are adjusted percentages to bring individual response totals to 100%. The raw percentages reflect a slightly stronger skew towards Financial (47% instead of the adjusted 40.5%) and Academic (26% instead of 22.4%) issues.

What are the “Other” Obstacles?

The survey respondents were also asked to elaborate, if they chose the “Other” option. The following additional obstacles seem to be most common: 

· Time/Timing: Academic calendar, semesters start at different times, etc.

· Language: lack of language proficiency

· Other commitments on campus: leadership, work, sports, other extracurricular activities, etc

· Other commitments in life: Boyfriend/Girlfriend issues was the most common answer among survey respondents. Also mentioned were military, family, job, apartment, unable to find "sub leaser", family issues, mortgage, and so on

· Misperceptions about Study Abroad: lack of information about costs of study abroad, academic issues, safety; lack of knowledge how study abroad fits into academic experience; Fear of unknown; did not think it was possible; too much work and effort. "College tacitly discourages study abroad by making it difficult for students to demystify the process..."
· Also mentioned were faculty and peer pressure to stay on campus; "myopic study abroad advisors"; limitations on number of incoming reciprocal students; not enough emphasis placed on study abroad by academic advisors; and provincialism.
Selected Comments from Survey Participants: 

========================================

The biggest hurdle has been, and still is, that students and parents AND faculty and administrators on my campus *think* they know about study abroad, and they don't. Very few students actually *can't* study abroad, but they believe they can't -- almost every time I hear the reasons as to why they can't, I can tell them why they are wrong.  But the problem is, if they believe they can't, they don't come into our office, to our presentations, to our fairs, etc.

========================================

I think one major obstacle that is hard to quantify is the lack of a student culture that promotes the idea of study abroad.  Students tend to do what other students do, and when there are fewer students going abroad, other students don't see that as an option for them.

========================================

Examples of non-traditional students' reality: students are married, have children, or are single parents.  Most work full time.  Many are not enrolled as full time students.  Many are first generation college students so are not familiar with notion of study abroad.

========================================

We have over 500 programs and very good structures in place to deal with the major impediments. However, the perception, amongst students, advisors and faculty, remains that degree applicability, credit transfer and financial issues are obstacles.  Also, "Study Abroad" retains a certain "finishing school for upper-middle class Language students" stereotype that is highly inaccurate.

========================================

Some academic obstacles are not that courses won't transfer, but that a lot of students are double majoring, which compounds their limitations in any semester, and certain courses must be taken at home rather than abroad.

========================================

80 to 85% of the students here are on some form of financial aid.  Even though their financial aid will go with them, it is still sometimes not enough.  We have been able to increase the International Education fee, which all students pay from $1 to $4 over a 3-year period.  This will help.

========================================

Some of our academic departments make the transfer of credits difficult for study abroad. This discourages some students from going abroad.

========================================

.... I also think that studying overseas just takes (appropriately!) some planning that some of them can't handle.

========================================

Some parents are the ones worried about health & safety.  Most students are not!

========================================

Additionally, there has been limited faculty support for study abroad.  This changed a year ago, however, when a faculty study abroad committee was approved by the college.  I expect our study abroad numbers will gradually increase over the next couple of years as we provide more resources and advising support for students interested in studying abroad.

========================================

One needs to be careful with these "obstacles" in that students will say this is the reason, but really money or parents or safety is the socially acceptable excuse for not participating in study abroad.  The real reason is that they are afraid of the ambiguity and unknowns that come with study abroad.

========================================

Study abroad has not been on the radar screen as part of college experience for the majority of students. Curriculum internationalization through education abroad is the key to significantly increase the number of study abroad participants.

========================================

Often, the obstacles are more perceived than real.

Study Abroad and Employment

Survey respondents overwhelming agreed that having a study abroad experience helps students get a job after graduation. 

Reporting on what they have observed, 46% (100 respondents) of the responding educators noted that having a study abroad experience significantly helps students to get a job after graduation, while 31% (67) say that it helps 'a little.' 22%, or 48 respondents, said that they didn't know whether it helped to have a study abroad experience, and only 2 respondents (or 1%) said that it did not help.
Table 5: Does a study abroad experience help students get a job after graduation?
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